THE TRUTH ABOUT TREES

It’s a shame there is so much mis-information being spread around in the media about the changes to the RMA bill regarding chopping trees. Last week’s article in the Western Leader “Tree Battle Goes to Court” was no exception.

It’s very important that people understand the facts around this law change or they risk prosecution, just like the guy featured in the article. The truth is that from October 1 you will be allowed to prune trees on your own property without applying for consent. You are entitled to trim up to 20% of the tree’s foliage each year as long as the pruning is conducted in accordance with accepted arborcultural practice. 

Pruning does not mean felling or killing the tree however.  Anyone doing so can still be prosecuted by the Council until 2012. All the Councils are currently working to develop a regionally consistent definition of “pruning” by October 1. You should report infringements of the RMA to the Council.

You will not be allowed to touch trees on the street or in reserves or parks. However, living in the Heritage Area does not provide any additional protection for your trees.

If on the other hand you want to protect the trees on your property you can request that the Council schedules individual trees by calling their call centre on 839 0400. An arborist will visit your property to advise you. However scheduling has only been applied to the most important heritage trees and there are only 1700 scheduled trees in the entire region.

The best way to protect your trees is via a covenant for all or part of your property. Covenants do not need to be restrictive and expensive but can be flexible and tailored to suit you. There are 3 different types of covenant available in Waitakere City, so decide which is best for you and contact the Council to discuss. The Deputy Mayor has promised financial assistance for anyone wanting to covenant their property – and of course you will also qualify for rates relief if you do so. All the details are on the Council website at:

http://www.waitakere.govt.nz/cnlser/pw/greennetwk/pdf/gn-covenant-flyer.pdf
For those people who wonder why we should care about protecting our trees, here are a few facts that you might like to consider before dusting off your chainsaw:

· Each tree in one year treats around 17 cubic metres of stormwater. That’s a lot of water to erode the slopes of your property.

· The Waitakere Ranges receive 40% more rainfall than the urban area of Auckland.

· The steep clay soil slopes of Titirangi and Laingholm in particular are highly unstable and many of our houses are only held up by the network of tree roots keeping the banks together.

· It may not be your property that slides into the road as a result of your tree removal, but your neighbour’s, and he might just sue you for the cost of repair.

· It only takes a minute to kill a tree, but 100s of years for it to grow back. In the meantime you lose privacy, shade and stability for your property. 

· Aborist advice from the Council is free, so think before you chop and discuss the implications with your neighbours first.

· Tree felling (or killing) without consent is still illegal until 1 January 2012.

The Waitakere Ranges Protection Society would be delighted to hear from you if you are concerned about saving your trees or any other issues that threaten the values of our Heritage Area.
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