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Two species, Pteroslis agathicola and
Diplodizim brumale, are tied by mycorrhiza to
the kauri and are never found away from it.

The main ground archid habitats are track
sides, open mossy areas in mature scrub, and
short ‘gum-scruby’, which is the preferred

home of thase species which thrve in direct

sunlight.

Nematoceras rivelaris s.1. (Fig. 2) is a very

variable ‘wet’ spedes, growing in seeps, on
stream banks and beside waterfalls. Halfa
dozen distinct forms have been tag-named
from the Waitakeres, the most remarkable
probably being the form that is sea-splashed
and grows on the cliffs of the Kaitarakihi
promontory.

The farest proper has few ground orchids,
as most tend to shun the shade. Prerostydis,
Diplodium (‘green hoods”) and Acian thus are
the main ground-dwelling genera found in
the forest. The epiphytes, while they grow on
forest trees, usually prefer the sunlight of the
upper branches, except Ichthyposiomun, which
in general grows lower down on the tree
trunks, often on kauri and rewarewa.

Species of the ground-dwelling forest
genera
Three little species of Diplodizm —
D alebuliom, D. bramale and D, trdlifolinem —
form a group by themselves and are related
to the Australian D obteistim.

The grass-leaved spedies of Pierostylis —
P. agathicola, P. banlsii, P cardiostigma and
P grammea — belong to a local Mew Zealand
group and do net occur in Australia.




