could get fruit and vegetables from the
Kawerau families at Piha and Waitakerei.
There were few shops. Butter, eggs and gum
were taken into Waikomiti, Henderson or
Swanson by packhomse and sold to the
storekeeper. Basic food supplies were taken

back the zame way.

From the laie 1870s many of the small
unocccupied properties were bought up by
timber companies and also by a few
enterprising individuals who farmed a
portion of their land but kept the majority in
bush. On the west coast were O Meill, Bethell,
McFlwaain, Stockwell, Ussher, Murdach and
Gibbons.

Typical of these was Thomas Ussher, who
came from England as a bay, with his mother
and Edward Lovett. Afier helping to break in
the farm he set up in business as a land agent
and bought blocks from absentes owners,
some of which he resald to the Cuthrie and
Lamach Timber Company. With the money
he made, he was able to buy up most of the
land surrounding the family farm between
Karekare and Piha (which he shared with his
wife). When the road was improved in the
late 18905 he diversified into tourism,
building the first of the big boarding houses
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Fig 10, g

Charlas Blomfield, Ksreisme
Wl ey, 1880, showing the old
farmhiouszs and outhuidings.
The paddocks are fanced with
postz and rails. In that year
tha Murdoch brothers from
Dunadin bought tha val lay
from Silaz and John Zhaw,
‘Waitakerai South’.

Wast Auckland Historical Sacity o,

Fig 11, prewt

Iap of western Waitakara
Ranpes about 1866 showing
Farish and Highway Board
District boundariea.

Jan Bames colketion
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Western Waitakere Rongz$

about 1866
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