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ELECTION (98
Local government elections are to be held this year. Already, forces are lining up in Waitakere City. Go Waitakere is the first group off the starting blocks.

For conservationists, Go Waitakere is a major worry. This group is virulently anti-environment. In their first newsletter they advanced the following anti-environment policy platforms:

· Dump the extreme Eco environmentalists, fringe lunatics and fanatics

· A common sense, practical and down to earth District Plan

· Opposition to District Plan rules to protect the environment

· Support for the McShane report calling for weakening of the Resource Management Act

· Reduced spending on environmental initiatives

· Weakening bush protection rules in Titirangi

This political ticket has been formed out of the Ratewatch organisation, an entity that supports lowering high valued property rates at the expense of everyone else. The personnel involved have fought an on-going battle with Waitakere City Council over the past term and have opposed Mayor Bob Harvey and his green supporters at almost every opportunity. 

Go Waitakere in our opinion represents a very real threat to the environment of the Waitakere Ranges. It is quite clear from the group's literature and from the individuals involved that we can expect a complete unravelling of measures that protect the environment if they get control of council.

Your Society is hoping that a Green Team will emerge to give voters a clear choice at election time. We are hopeful that Mayor Harvey, who has consistently supported the eco-city concept, will lead that team. Unless the green councillors organise themselves in this way, the well-branded Go Waitakere group will do well. 

Closer to the election we will publish a guide to voting aimed at identifying those candidates who can be expected to support our Society's interests in conservation of the Waitakere Ranges.

AGM Report
Marking the 25th anniversary of Waitakere Ranges Protection Society, this year’s AGM at the Arataki Conference Centre on 31st March was particularly well attended.  A lively, informative and enjoyable evening, members welcomed the opportunity both to share past experiences and to discuss their concerns over the future of the Ranges.

Many members also used the AGM as a chance to thank and bid farewell to Colleen Pilcher, who stepped down after serving 25 years on the WRPS committee (seven years as president).  Colleen was instrumental in the formation of WRPS, and has worked tirelessly since then for the good of the Ranges. Her unparalleled experience and insight, as well as her companionship during the often protracted committee meetings, will be sorely missed.

Former president Gary Taylor provided a poignant and oftentimes amusing anecdotal history of Colleen’s involvement with the Society, illustrating her extraordinary commitment to conservation in the Ranges. John Staniland (Forest & Bird) also explained the synergistic benefits of his society’s working with WRPS under the direction of Colleen.  In appreciation of her work for the Waitakeres, WRPS presented Colleen with a stone sculpture created by the new president, John Edgar.  John wrote:  

...The banded stones are part of a series of altered natural stones that I began in 1983.  I wanted them to express the intersection of the natural and the human world.  The ability of humans to alter so greatly their environment has given us some of the greatest wonders of human endeavour, and some of the most terrible afflictions on this planet.  I wanted my stones to question that ability and that right to resources, and hopefully to show that aesthetics, namely beauty, wonder and awe, are essential considerations if our lives are to have full meaning integrity. 

      I am pleased to have been able to make this gift for Colleen, to honour her 25 years’ work for our society.  In standing for the office of president, I will endeavour to carry on the work from the strong position we now hold, and I know I will be able to look to Colleen for her advice and guidance when necessary.  We have a new and enthusiastic committee, and I am looking forward to our working together for the greater good and the long-term protection of our beautiful Waitakere Ranges.

As John indicates, the new committee is especially strong this year. The committee comprises:  John Edgar (president), Kevin Gould (vice-president), Linda Godfrey (secretary), Darryl Short (treasurer), Graeme Ramsay, Jenny Rattenbury, Sue Turner, Narelle Mullins, Ruth Milburn, Denise Yates, Robert Astley, Ted Scott, and Jo Putterill.


SUMMARY OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

31 January 1997 - 31 January 1998

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE


1997-98
1996-97

Income
7582
4216

Expenditure
7316
4363

Income over Expenditure
266
(147)

BALANCE SHEET AS OF 31 JANUARY 98


1997-98
1996-97

Current assets
15570
14665

Current liabilities
11096
10407

Net assets
4474
4258

The Society would like to thank chartered accountant Niven Todd for auditing this year’s annual financial statement.  Full copies of the report are available to members of WRPS by contacting the Treasurer.


WRPS would like to thank the two speakers for their presentations at the AGM.  First, Steve Hix (ARC) provided an update on Operation Forestsave, with details of dates, locations, trapping methods, and predicted outcomes of the possum-reduction programme.  His talk sparked lively debate; the audience, clearly interested and appreciative of the programme, expressed concerns that other exotic pests were not also being targetted.

Professor Dick Bellamy (Auckland University) presented the main talk of the evening, “Glancing backwards whilst travelling forward: the Waitakere Ranges Protection Society 1973-1998”.  A founding member of WRPS, Dick began with an historical perspective of the society.  He presented a panoramic reminder of the unique beauty of the Ranges, using exquisite slides prepared with the assistance of committee member Sue Turner.  Dick then showed some uglier scenes, and pleaded for a concerted effort to remove the larger weeds such as pampus grass and exotic pines.  His talk concluded with a tentative proposal for a marine reserve along selected stretches of the Waitakere coastline.  Discussion of this proposal ran late into the evening over coffee and biscuits. 

In the course of his talk, Dick noted how few “young faces” were in attendance at the meeting.  Our committee has taken this comment seriously.  We predict difficult times ahead, and are keen to attract the energy and enthusiasm of younger members.  We have enclosed a copy of our newly designed pamphlet with your newsletter.  We ask that you make it your mission to enrol one new member to the society.

Colleen's farewell thoughts.......

I couldn't retire after 25 years on the committee  without a few musings about the Society from my perspective. A few people may remember the early days of the Society - when we were a typical 1970's protest movement, greenies when it wasn't fashionable to be green, collecting signatures for petitions, meetings in cold draughty halls, arranging imaginative events such as the "tipnic" and plotting opposition to an outdated Council.

Over the years we have dealt with some really crazy proposals: three more rubbish tip proposals; power pylons across the Manukau Heads; a sewer tunnelled under the Ranges to Karekare; a lion park; a hideous tourist tramline down the coast; the Ranges divided in half and administered by two different cities; a funicular railway to the Mokoroa Falls; transmitters on most of the Waitakere peaks; and a gas pipeline through the bush. But are crazy plans a thing of the past - or is the millionaires’ club at Piha a mode day one?

Nowadays, a greenish image is no longer cause for derision and we often work actively with the various local and regional authorities who administer the Ranges. WRPS can be proud its image, and I believe it is held in high regard for the quality and consistency of its work. We continue to be an unequivocal voice for the Waitakeres, and I think there is much we can claim credit for. Looking back, the success of that initial battle to stop the rubbish tip was critical - I believe that, if we had failed, it would have been very difficult to argue for the integrity of the Ranges to be protected while a rubbish dump festered in the middle.

Over the past 25 years 102 past committee members have contributed to the Society. I would like to pay tribute to them, plus the many people who were coopted onto subcommittees or helped in a multitude of other ways. I hope they all enjoyed their experience - and learned lots, as I have in my many roles ranging from doorknocking to displays, from writing newsletters to wrestling with weeds, from planting trees to trying to plant ideas in councillors heads, and from making policy to making tea ----- and making many friends. 

Finally I would like to emphasise the need for new people with energy and enthusiasm. The Society is only as strong as the people doing the work. If you enjoy the Waitakeres, put something back - offer some assistance. Any assistance is useful. 

25th Anniversary Tree Planting
At the Society's recent 25th anniversary commemorative tree planting, 150 trees and flax (mostly donated by WRPS), were planted by members, their families and invited guests from WCC and ARC.

President John Edgar welcomed the gathering and asked invited guests to say a few words. Bill Burrill, chairman of ARC Parks, commented on the contribution of the Society to conservation issues and particularly to the park management plans. He introduced our two local ward ARC councillors, Mark Bellingham and Maureen Brooker.  Waitakere City councillor Carolyn Stone gave the mayor and deputy mayor's apologies, and introduced fellow councillors Paul Lowe and Peter Maddison. Carolyn congratulated and thanked WRPS on their many achievements and their support of WCC environmental policies. Colleen Pilcher noted the significance of the site (a proposed rubbish tip which would have been operating into the next century), and of winning that initial battle which became the springboard for the formation of a permanent voice for the Waitakeres. John Staniland from the West Auckland branch of Forest and Bird also congratulated the Society, and acknowledged the cooperative approach of the two groups.

It was great to see the energy with which the trees were planted - and encouraging to see all the councillors getting really involved. Some original committee members turned up, and several children who are third generation Society supporters. The weather held off during the planting then the group stopped for welcome and warming cups of tea and coffee, home made soup, muffins and biscuits, and more importantly, the sharing of ideas, memories, contacts and plans for future projects.

The planting was more than a birthday and Arbour Day celebration - it was also practical, providing potential links between existing bush areas and an addition to the Waitakere Valley planting (see below). Several people (including councillors Mark Bellingham and Paul Lowe) went on to join the planting alongside the river in the afternoon despite the heavy rain. 

Waitakere Valley Restoration Project

The willows in the Waitakere Valley have been degrading the wildlife habitat along the river and in the swamp, and also increasing the flooding potential. The willows (several varieties) have been a problem for a long time, and previous attempts to control them have been unsuccessful, sometimes making things worse. Recently the ARC dealt with the willows in the park area of the upper catchment, and WCC and Rodney District funded a project for the next section of river. Over the last spring and summer most of the trees were drilled and poisoned along the southern margin to the point where the swamp widens out. Work halted in autumn when the sap stopped flowing, and will resume in spring when to “mop-up” any regrowth. The full effect of work to date will not be noticeable until spring when new leaf growth hopefully fails to occur.

An important aspect of the programme is to follow through with replanting. Because this is such a huge job it is being carried out with volunteer labour assisting the landowners. Waitakere City Council is supplying native trees, planning, implements and expert advice. Tree species have been selected to give quick cover, hold the banks, provide shade for the water and prevent nutrient run-off into the river. Some are deep rooting and some shallow, and together they will form the basis of a bush-lined bank along the river. This will improve the water quality and wild life habitat, and will provide corridors to allow movement of smaller species between existing bush areas. And of course it will be aesthetically pleasing - as you drive along the road, imagine how lovely it will look in the future. 

The first of the monthly planting days was held on May 2nd at the north-west side of the bridge on Te Henga Rd.  An unbelievable total of 1,100 trees (kanuka, manuka, mahoe, Coprosma, flax and cabbage trees) were planted by a volunteer group of about 20 people. The weather was perfect - warm and dry for planting, then rain in the night to water them in. 

At the second instalment (after the WRPS birthday planting) some very large kahikatea, ribbonwood and cabbage trees were planted further west along the roadside, where major willows had been removed. Many small Coprosma, manuka, flax and cabbage trees also went in, but the day was cut short by bad weather. 

More planting is planned for July. Any info or queries about the restoration project phone Chris Ferkin (WCC) on  836 8000, or local coordinator Derek March on 810 9056. Put yourself on the list for personal notification of future plantings, or just turn up.

District Plan Decisions Imminent
After 18 months of hearings and countless submissions by the Society, Waitakere City Council is about to release all its decisions on the proposed new district plan. This plan, the first the city has prepared under the Resource Management Act, will guide development and conservation in the city for the next decade or more.  Its importance cannot be stressed enough. It is absolutely vital that the conservation imperatives for the Waitakere Ranges that were promoted by the Society are adopted by the city in its decisions.

Early indications are not positive. In one decision that has been flagged to us, Council intends to allow minor household units throughout the Ranges. This will effectively double the population living in the Waitakere Ranges over time. The landscape and ecological effects of this increased population will be extremely negative and the policy change will have to be fought through the Environment Court. If this trend of adverse decisions continues, we will have an enormous task ahead of us at the appeal stage.

The next 12 months will, therefore, be crucial for the Waitakere Ranges and your Society. We will need to gear up for a major effort and this will involve engaging expert witnesses to support our position. 

Funds are urgently needed to run these essential appeals to protect the Waitakere Ranges. If you are able, please make a donation to Waitakere Ranges Protection Society - Appeals Fund. 

Representation Victory
Your Society made submissions to the Waitakere City Council in support of retaining three councillors for the Waitakere Ward. Some urban councillors were proposing reducing the number to two.

A reduction would have further altered the balance in the council towards the dominant urban interests. It was important for conservation to maintain the present number. Waitakere Ward councillors can generally be relied upon to be green in outlook. The Waitakere Ward covers most of the Waitakere Ranges and west coast communities.

The issue was then passed on to the Local Government Commission after some groups appealed the council's decision. WRPS appeared again and our advocate, environmental consultant Gary Taylor, argued that the Commission should take account of the large land area of the ward and the dispersed locations of the various Ranges and coastal communities. These factors, together with the high degree of consultation required with communities over district plan issues, justified additional representation over the strict population entitlement.

In a landmark decision, the Local Government Commission found in favour of the Society's viewpoint and we will have three councillors after the next elections for the Waitakere Ward instead of the proposed two.

Large Properties Project

One of the major issues at stake in the review of Waitakere City's district plan is the future of the large properties in the Waitakere Ranges. These properties include the former Warby Block in West Coast Road and the large landholdings at Te Henga - the Wheeler, Hooker and Bethell properties. The council set up a special review of these properties - the Large Properties Project.

The Society's executive has given a great deal of thought to the issues raised here. Since its inception, WRPS has been concerned at the way development has occurred on these important landholdings. While we recognise they are special cases, we cannot take the position that some seem to advocate of lowering our environmental standards. But we have been flexible!

Warby Property

The first of the large properties is the Warby block towards the top end of West Coast Road, Oratia. This is around 33 hectares of mainly good quality regenerating native forest with some cleared areas adjacent to the accessway on the elevated portion. The Warby family at various times obtained permission for major urban development of this block but with successive plan reviews, the development rights were reduced. This downzoning reflected the ecological and landscape values of the block and changing public perceptions about conservation. 

Warbys recently sold the land to a developer, Waiatarua Developments. The council set up a consultation process involving an independent facilitator and negotiations began between the Society and the landowner, with some locals involved as well.

The outcome has been a win for conservation. Around 6 hectares will be developed into 17 sections primarily on the cleared land. These sections will be subject to rules requiring a comprehensive replanting programme to screen the development from public view and a weed maintenance programme is to be adopted as well. There will be covenants against any future subdivision.

The balance, approximately 27 hectares of bush, will be vested in the Waitakere City Council as a reserve, to be held under the Reserves Act and permanently protected. This was a good outcome and a rare example of what can be achieved if developers and the Society work together.

Hooker Property

The Hooker property at Te Henga is a real gem containing the bush-surrounded Lake Kawaupaku. The Society took the initial position that if a lasting agreement could be reached on the planning rules that should apply then there was scope for some additional development. 

The land consists of around 134 hectares and has 14 houses on it. Most of the houses are rental properties. They have cultural and historical importance and rely at present on existing use rights because the zoning does not allow multiple dwellings. 

In the end the Hooker family showed they are true conservationists by promoting a conservation plan for the property that included a small extent of subdivision, two additional dwellings, covenants to protect special features including Lake Kawaupaku, and recognition of the heritage value of the houses. The Society congratulates Mr and Mrs Hooker on their ongoing stewardship of this land. 

Public access to Lake Kawaupaku is not going to be allowed and the Society supports that position. We have found the Hookers very willing to allow organised walks to the Lake on an occasional basis and we trust that arrangement might continue. Limited private access at the discretion of the landowner is going to provide better protection than uncontrolled public access.  What we have asked for are covenants against any future subdivision. We are awaiting the council's decision.

Wheeler Property

The Wheeler property was another in the Large Properties Project. In 1978 the Society facilitated the sale of part of this landholding, including most of Lake Wainamu,  to the Queen Elizabeth II National Trust. This was in response to various proposals being considered by the landowners including exotic afforestation. The balance of the property has an area of 117 hectares in five titles.

The proposal now involves recognising existing use rights such as farming, allowing some further subdivision into 6 large lots, two additional houses and a continuation of filming activities. The family also proposes some exotic woodlots.  Enhancement measures proposed include protection of the wetland and of native forest remnants, and some planting especially around the stream margins.

The Society has agreed to all these proposals but has submitted that it is concerned to see exotic woodlots proposed in the coastal environment and has suggested natives instead. 

The final decision on this matter is still awaited but we are hopeful a clear way ahead has been charted that will give the Wheeler family the reasonable use rights they seek while producing the positive environmental outcomes sought by your Society.

Bethell Property

The most difficult property in the Large Properties Project has been the Bethell one. This has an area of 332 hectares and has been in the Bethell family's ownership since mid last century. The original landholding was reduced in 1973 when the Te Henga subdivision was approved. WRPS opposed that proposal at the time.

The current owner, Ross Bethell, is a prominent figure in the local community. He has actively supported many of the conservation initiatives at the beach including the extensive replanting of natives. He proposes a number of uses, many of which can be readily agreed to. These include grazing, viticulture, and establishment of a recording studio and the construction of three additional houses. All these activities are located in the north-western corner of the property, which is the area of lowest ecological value.

However Mr Bethell also proposes large-scale forestry in the Cannibal Creek and Solomon Ridge areas. Some of the forestry will involve clearfelling regenerating native forest and planting in exotic species while there will be other areas where spot planting of a mix of natives and exotics is proposed. Mr Bethell has obtained advice from an ecologist that the forest values in the area are low.

Regrettably, in our opinion his advisers are wrong. WRPS has commissioned two experienced ecologists, Dr Shane Wright and Dr Andrea Julian, to do an assessment of the area and they have concluded that the ecological values are high. Your Society is also concerned at the landscape impacts of plantation forestry, especially as viewed from the Kuataika trig and from Lake Wainamu.

We have suggested various alternative proposals to Ross Bethell and to the council. Your Society is being flexible about sustainable options for the future but must protect its environmental bottom lines. Discussions are continuing and we are hopeful of a positive outcome that will satisfy the landowner's expectations while protecting the forest values of the property. 

Committee members are very keen indeed to see a lasting agreement on this important block of coastal land that will endure into the future.

Copies of our ecological assessment are available to members on request (there will be small photocopying charge) and the Executive welcomes feedback from members on this and other issues.

Resource Consent Applications

There have been a number of resource consent applications in which the Society has played a part recently. 

We successfully argued against subdivision proposals by the van der Water family of a bush block in Forest Hill Road.

The Society took part in an Environment Court hearing regarding a proposal to subdivide land in Te Aute Ridge owned by Wallace and Cottingham. This subdivision was approved by the court but subject to protective covenants. Importantly, the special circumstances of the case mean that it does not constitute a precedent for other subdivisions in the Ranges.

We have filed submissions on a number of other planning applications that have yet to be heard.

We have also filed a reference or appeal to the Environment Court relating to Plan Change 55 in Rodney District. This appeal concerns the rules governing subdivision and bush clearance on the northern slopes of the Waitakere River Valley.

Feedback

The Society's Executive Committee is very keen to maintain good contact with members. Members are the lifeblood of any organisation. We welcome feedback on any of the stories in this newsletter or on any of the current issues in the Waitakere Ranges.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

(Colour coded labels:  black=paid current; red=not paid 98-99)

Name....................................................... Telephone no...........................
Address......................................................................................................

Family / Group ($25) ................   $ ______   
Senior ($15) ................    $ ______

Single ($20).............................  $ ______    
Unwaged  ($15)............... $ ______

Donation ................................  $ ______    
 TOTAL ........................  $ ______

 (NB.  Receipts not supplied unless requested)

I can help with: Fund raising/Display/Newspaper watchdog/Newsletter folding/Other

Note: if you do not want to cut into this newsletter, please write appropriate details on a piece of paper and include with your contribution
Send to:  Waitakere Ranges Protection Society, PO Box 15668, New Lynn 
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