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         to the first newsletter of 2002!  In this edition, you’ll find your invitation to our AGM, John’s update as President and we share our experience from two Waitakere community gala days.  Best wishes for the year ahead.
Kath, 

Your editor
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Please stay a member!

Your annual subscription is now due (we now collect all subscriptions in February).  It would help us if you could pay as soon as you can.  

In 2001 we attracted new members and received wonderful donations from many members and friends. Your generosity ensured the highest quality of representation in our submissions to many plans and hearings. We were again active with Waitakere City Council District Plan appeals, and are seeking mediated settlements of some of these matters to avoid the time and cost of the environment court.  We purchased 71 Turanga Rd, Waiatarua but still need about $40,000 before we can gift the land to the ARC for inclusion in the park.  We also initiated and directed many research projects in the Ranges. 

Please support us again in 2002. Your subscription helps us fund our many projects and your donations fuel our endeavours to better serve the Ranges.


Tax Invoice

Waitakere Ranges Protection Society

P.O. Box 15668, New Lynn, Waitakere City

First Name
…………………………Last Name………………………….....Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr

Mailing Address:………………………………………………………………………………..

Telephone ……………………………Email…………………………………………………..

Family / Group ($25) ............

$ ______   
Senior ($15) ................      $ ______

Single ($20)........................ 

$ ______    
Unwaged  ($15)...............  $ ______

Lifetime ($150 + new member)... 

$ ______
Corporate ($250 or $500)..$ ______

Donation .............................. 
  
$ ______    
TOTAL ........................      $ ______
This subscription is: 
( new    ( renewal           Please let us know if you need a receipt

Please send, with payment, to:  Waitakere Ranges Protection Society, PO Box 15668, New Lynn 


Postage Paid

Auckland

Permit Number 6162
Sender: 

Waitakere Ranges Protection Society

PO Box 15668

New Lynn
Waitakere City
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President’s Report





On behalf of the committee, I would like to wish all our members a very happy New Year.  With 2002 well under way, we can tell it will be an extremely busy year for the society! 





Our goals for this, our 29th year, include:





To pay in full for 71 Turanga Road, the land purchased to help protect Spragg Bush, and gifting it to the Auckland Regional Council for inclusion in the park.





To extend the bird survey begun 3 years ago. Our ecologists, Simon Chapman and Jane Alexander, will direct this work.  The program will be set up so volunteers can help collect bird data in the area currently being made predator-free at Karekare by the Lone Kauri Forest Restoration Project (directed by WRPS committee member and Karekare resident, Mike Nixon).  This project is thanks to Environmental Initiative Funding from the ARC. 





To settle outstanding Waitakere City District Plan appeals so the Plan, notified in 1995, can finally be adopted. 





Work proactively with Waitakere City Council confident our environmental concerns are now heard and addressed. 





Collaborate with Forest and Bird Society to progress the proposed marine park, from Kaipara to Raglan. 





Seek, with the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment and the Government, to find better ways to protect areas of high scenic values.  As Dr. Morgan Williams said, when he addressed our last AGM, these areas throughout New Zealand must be given permanent protection before their ecological values are further eroded, and the area needing immediate attention is the Waitakere Ranges.











All members and friends of the Society are cordially invited to attend the 





29th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING


of The Waitakere Ranges Protection Society Inc.


ARATAKI VISITORS CENTRE


Scenic Drive


Monday 25th March, 2002 at 7 pm





New Zealand – cradle of species?





Our guest speaker is Dr Shane Wright, Lecturer in Ecology at the University of Auckland. 





Shane Wright's research has used DNA markers to reveal the pattern of evolution and dispersal for the genus Metrosideros in Oceania.   There are around 60 species of Metrosideros worldwide, ranging from South Africa to the Hawaiian Islands.  Of these, 12 are endemic in New Zealand, and include pohutukawa and rata.  The DNA suggests the genus originated in New Zealand and that dispersal into remote Oceania occurred, in relatively recent geological time, from a pohutukawa-like ancestor in Northern New Zealand.





Refreshments will be provided and we look forward to seeing you on the night.





To top it off, the year will culminate in Parliamentary elections. The Ranges are now divided between the seat of Titirangi (held by David Cunliffe for Labour), and the new seat of Waitakere.  It is vital we have MPs who understand the ecological importance of the Waitakere Ranges and the society will be asking all candidates where they stand on conservation of them.





I look forward to meeting you at the AGM on 25th March.  Please come and give us your mandate to continue our work.  The committee works away all year on many matters, but we are representing you, so your feedback is crucial.





John Edgar


President





�





Did You Know…? 





The name for the plant genus Metrosideros, which includes our native rata and pohutukawa, stems from the Greek terms for the ‘heart of a tree’ and ‘iron’.  The genus is characterised by its very hard wood! 








Karekare success with stoats!





In just three weeks Karekare residents trapped twenty stoats as part of the ongoing work by the Lone Kauri Forest Restoration project.   Since 21st January the group have had 33 traps out and are rebaiting and checking them at least every two days.





Further details about stoats, the traps being successfully used and trapping techniques are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.waitakereranges.org.nz" ��www.waitakereRanges.org.nz� or by emailing Mike at � HYPERLINK "mailto:m.nixon@auckland.ac.nz" ��m.nixon@auckland.ac.nz�
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Financial year:  1st February 2002 to 31st January 2003





Geckos at the gala!





The Society recently ran stalls at both the Bethell’s Beach and Piha community Gala’s.





Whilst information on the Ranges and the work of the society proved popular, the star attractions at Piha were undoubtedly the Forest gecko’s.  These pictures suggest they recruited several young conservationists!   Thanks to Simon Chapman for loaning the gecko’s and to Robyn Binsley for her wonderful gecko care on the day.





�








As well as meeting members, promoting conservation in the Ranges and highlighting stoat trapping techniques, the stalls generated over $120 in revenue for the Society.





Can you help?  We’d like to repeat the success of these events but we need your help!  If you can give a few hours of your time please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:jedgar@iconz.co.nz" ��jedgar@iconz.co.nz� or call 09 8128 555.











Painted Apple Moth Update





The Society is disappointed with the sluggish and cost driven response by MAF to the Painted Apple Moth threat.  Whilst spraying has commenced, and it will be a while before the effects are known, we are concerned political and financial pressures delayed and reduced the response.  This has exacerbated the threat to native species, forestry and horticulture.  





Other opportunities have been missed, compounding the mishandling of this threat.  Funding of a proposal to monitor the effect of spraying on native wildlife was declined.  A recommendation to clear the food plant wattle, itself a weed, has been rejected.  As a result, the problem has escalated unacceptably.  We wish MAF luck in destroying this dangerous pest.





Montana Trail opening 





On 18 March a celebration will be held at Cascades/Kauri Park to mark the official opening of the new heritage trail. There will be food, stalls and music to commemorate this event.  Further details will be published in local press nearer the time.  See you there!  





Welcome  





�





Visit us online at www.waitakereranges.org.nz





Photos: Tony Dunn
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