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The wetter-than-normal summer disrupted the holiday plans of many people, myself included, but it has brought some
good outcomes for the ranges and coast. The forest trees responded with a flourish of growth which in turn led to an
increase in insect and bird numbers. However, of concern were the very low numbers of bees in gardens and
presumably in the forest, and in the last two weeks the proliferation of wasps has signalled the beginning of their annual
predation on forest insects.
At Karekare, the dune-impounded lagoon which had been growing larger over the past year and making beach access
from the main car park more difficult for some people, was flooded by a storm event after Christmas and there was
enough water to breach the seaward dunes causing the stream to cut its way straight to the sea from the base of
Watchman Rock, emptying the lagoon to the lowest levels in the last years. To the relief of many people, proposals of
diggers, trucks, tractors, and bridges to manage the stream have now been put on hold, and Auckland Council intend to
consult with the community about access solutions for the future. The Society opposes mechanical intervention in the
stream and lagoon and maintains that nature should take its course.
We are pleased to announce that we have appointed Saffron Toms as our Heritage Area Coordinator. Saffron has an
MA (Hons) in Geography from The University of Auckland. She stood as the Green Party candidate in New Lynn last
year, and is currently their spokesperson in West Auckland. She will work closely with the committee and the range's
communities on matters relating to the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act. This position is funded by a grant from the
ASB Community Trust and also from the tagged donations of members, for which we are very grateful.
Our Oral History project progresses well (see item below), with our Vice President Anna Fomision currently conducting
the next ten interviews which are funded by the NZ Lotteries Grants Board. Between 2004 and 2011 we interviewed 17
people who played key roles in the Society and the conservation of the ranges, and we welcome suggestions of other
people we should interview.

The committee has decided that the history of the Society currently being written by Bruce and Trixie Harvey will be
published in conjunction with our 40th anniversary in 2013. We are still to decide what form that publication will take
and how it will be funded.
Currently the Society is involved in Environment Court directed mediation on Plan Changes 35, 36, 37 with Auckland
Council and other parties, and good progress has been made over the past few months. Later this year our focus will be
on the Auckland Council Unitary Plan, which will replace the existing district and regional plans and policies of the
former city, district and regional councils. The Unitary Plan will be the principal regulatory tool to implement The
Auckland Spatial Plan, Council’s 30 year strategy. A draft Unitary Plan will be notified by December 2012 with public
consultation in 2013.
On behalf of the committee, I thank you all for your support over the years and I look forward to seeing you at the
AGM.
John Edgar
President

WRPS
Annual General Meeting
The 38th AGM of the Society will be held
7 pm Monday 26th March 2012
Arataki Visitors Centre
Scenic Drive
Please join us at 7pm for our AGM,
followed by our guest speaker,
Councillor Sandra Coney
who will speak on
“The Changing Landscape of Piha”
Using historic and current images, Sandra will explore the way that human settlement has changed the outstanding
natural landscape of Piha.
Sandra is a political activist, researcher and writer on social history, women’s rights and public health. In 2001 she was
elected as an Auckland regional councillor for Waitakere Ward and from 2004 was Chair of Parks committee. Today
Sandra is an Auckland Councillor representing Waitakere, and she is a strong advocate for protecting the wilderness,
historic values and traditions of the Waitakere Ranges, coastal villages and settlements. Her family have had land at Piha
for many years, and she is the author of Piha: A History in Images (1997).

Oral History Project
Last year I interviewed six members of the Society who kindly agreed to take part in our Oral History Project. As Oral
Historian for the Society, I visited Geoff Davidson, Warwick Brown, John Staniland, Dave and Barbara Harre, Bob
Ussher and Jack Colmar and recorded their stories and memories of their involvement both with the Society and with
conservation out west.
The interviews record the involvement that the individuals had with the Society and the issues that were current at the
time. They also record the processes that the Society itself used in dealing with the issues. These recordings and

transcripts will be lodged with the Alexander Turnbull Library and will be a valuable resource in the future not just for
the interesting details of the individual histories but as a resource also for other groups who may be confronting similar
issues.
	
  
This year I am looking forward to another round of interviews. It is a great privilege to be able to record these personal
memories and I would like to thank all those who have already been interviewed and in advance, those whom we are yet
to contact. I have to say that it's amazing how many times Colleen Pilcher's name is mentioned and I would like to take
this opportunity to acknowledge how crucial Colleen has been both to the running and growth of the Society over the
years. Thanks Colleen!
Anna Fomison
	
  
	
  

Biological Control at
Lake Wainamu, Te Henga
Graham Surrey (Scientist – Freshwater, at Auckland Council) gave a presentation at a Forest & Bird talk in September
last year, in which he described the procedures taken by Auckland Council to eradicate weeds and exotic fish from this
Lake Wainamu.
The choice was between mechanical, chemical or biological weapons and it was decided to use biological, in the form of
grass carp. These fish are used specifically for weed control and in particular for eradicating Egeria (oxygen weed). One
of the benefits of this species of fish is that it is unable to breed in New Zealand waters. The weeds were monitored each
6 months and at first there seemed to be little result, but by March 2011 the only egeria left in the lake was behind the net
where the grass carp were unable to access it. The carp are starting to get hungry now and will be removed in the future
having done a great job!
In addition, over 13,000 exotic fish have been removed. Eels are present and native fish will reintroduce themselves
when the predators have been removed. With the weeds and exotic fish removed the turbidity is reduced and Lake
Wainamu, one of the 12 best lakes in the Auckland region, is a great example of what can be achieved by intense
management with community support. You can also view grass carp and eels from the bridge at Western Springs.
This summary of Graeme's talk is reproduced with the permission of the West Auckland Branch of the Royal Forest &
Bird Protection Society.
__________________

WRPS Newsletter Email List
If you are receiving this newsletter by post but would prefer to receive it (as a .pdf file) by email, please let us know by
emailing us at wrps@waitakereranges.org.nz. You will have the added advantage of being able to view the photographs
in full and glorious colour.
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Psilotum nudum on rock wall at Titirangi village
The next time you visit the village, have a look at the city side of the rock wall that surrounds the base of the rimu behind
the bus shelter near the Hardware Cafe. At certain times of year the Psilotum plants are relatively large and easy to find
(as above). At other times you may take a few minutes to spot tiny plants almost invisible in the cracks.
Psilotum is a 'fern ally' - a very primitive fern genera. Its sporangi are fused into groups of two or three on the upper
surface of the forked leaves. Apart from crevices in rock walls, it especially likes the warm soil in thermal areas.
Although it is native to New Zealand, it is also widespread in the tropics and subtropics.
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“WAITAKERE RANGES”
First edition almost sold out
Cost to members:
$85.00 incl p&p
Name: ___________________________________
Address:_________________________________
________________________________________

Number of “Waitakere Ranges” ($85 ea): _______
Phone number or email address (in case of queries):
_________________________________________
PAY ONLINE:
(1) Email your order information to the Treasurer at
kemsdale@ihug.co.nz
(2) Make online payment to Kiwibank
account number 38-9010-0379887-02
OR
PAY BY CHEQUE:
Please send your order and cheque to:
Waitakere Ranges Protection Society
PO Box 15668, New Lynn, Auckland 0640
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