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Media Statement 
 
EDS delighted at CNZM Honour for CEO Gary Taylor 
 
Environmental Defence Society (EDS) CEO Gary Taylor has been made a Companion of the 
New Zealand Order of Merit (CNZM) in the Queen’s Birthday Hours List in recognition of his 
contribution to environmental and conservation advocacy. 
 
“The team at EDS is delighted that Gary Taylor has received a senior award in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours list,” said EDS Policy Director Raewyn Peart. 
 
“Gary has been at the forefront of environmental advocacy for many decades. He has been 
associated with EDS since the late 1970s and has been involved in most of the big 
environmental debates and issues in New Zealand since that time.  
 
“He was part of the effort to save the Coromandel Peninsula from mining, has led work to 
protect New Zealand’s coast from bad development, set up the Land and Water Forum and 
has been a staunch campaigner for using the legal system to achieve better outcomes. 
 
“More recently Gary provided oversight of EDS’s engagement in the Hauraki Gulf Seachange 
process and has worked to protect the dryland landscapes in the Mackenzie Basin. He is 
currently is a member of the Freshwater Leaders Group and the Trade for All Advisory Board. 
 
“Gary has worked with business leaders on a major resource management reform project 
and provides leadership for our leading environmental conference (August) and the Climate 
Change and Business Conference (October) held each year. 
 
“From the EDS perspective, Gary has been an inspirational leader of our small team and a 
supportive colleague.  
 
“It is great to see Gary recognised both for the longevity and the effectiveness of his work 
for New Zealand’s environment. 
 
“New Zealand’s environment is in much better shape as a result of his efforts,” Raewyn 
Peart concluded. 
 


