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President’s Report
It has been a very wet winter. At my home in Karekare I
recorded 295mm of rainfall in July. That is one of the
highest monthly rainfalls I have recorded in 25 years. But
there are some early signs that spring is only weeks away
with new buds just beginning to show on forest trees.
The Society’s appeal to the High Court regarding Auckland
Council’s Unitary Plan decision to remove prohibited
activity status for subdivision in the Waitakere Ranges is
proceeding. Together with Council we have made
submissions and await the Court’s decision.
Council’s five-year survey of kauri dieback in the ranges
will be released this month. We have already reported on
the devastating spread of this disease that has seen infected
trees go from 8% in 2011 to 19% in 2016. The majority of
infected trees are along the track networks and it is clear
that humans are the main vector in the spread. We will be
meeting with Council this month to discuss what can be
done to slow the spread of this very invasive pathogen.
As a member of the Community Liaison Group (CLG) we
are working with Watercare to ensure that the new Huia
Water Treatment Plant in Waima is built with the minimal
ecological effect on the native forest in the two chosen sites.
Watercare have agreed to pay for an Independent
Ecological Survey commissioned by the CLG, and this will
allow us to assess the impact of the development.
We are very sad to have two long-time members of the
committee pass away last month. Dr Graeme Ramsay was
on the committee for 18 years, and Lynda Williams for 10
years. A number of us attended the funerals where I was
honoured to speak on behalf of the Society about these two
friends who were passionate conservationists. You can read
more about them both in this newsletter.
John Edgar ONZM
President
The Waitakere Ranges Protection Society Inc.

Kauri Dieback 5-year survey results
Auckland Council Media Release
9 August 2017
The Council says “Look after it, or lose it”
Key findings from the report
● The Waitākere Ranges Regional Park now represents
the most heavily infected area currently recorded in
New Zealand.
● Kauri dieback infection rates have risen from 7.9 per
cent infected, with a further 2.7 per cent possibly
infected in 2011, to 18.95 per cent infected with a
further 4.65 per cent possibly infected in 2016.
● Of the distinct areas of kauri forest within the park
which are above 5ha in size, 58.3 per cent are
exhibiting symptoms of kauri dieback infection to
some degree.
● The highest risk vector for Phytophthora agathidicida
movement into new distinct locations is by soil
disturbance associated with human activity e.g. tracks,
baitlines and informal routes.
● Phytosanitary stations must be upgraded to the most
effective models available.
● Compliance with phytosanitary procedure must
increase if we are to prevent kauri dieback spread.
● Kauri protection zones, as they are currently operated,
have not slowed the rate of expression of kauri dieback
symptoms.
Recommendations
● Preparation of a Waitākere Ranges Regional Park
Kauri Dieback Management Plan; addressing access
and management of human vectoring, options for feral
pig control, using knowledge of kauri dieback
distribution to plan more effectively while supporting
and using research.
● Applying learnings to other non-symptomatic areas
like the Hunua Ranges, Waiheke Island and northern
regional parks to reduce risk of incursion.

●

An independent review of the merit, implications and
practicality of preventing public access to the
Waitākere Ranges Regional Park be carried out.

The Waitākere Ranges Regional Park is now the most
heavily infected kauri dieback area currently recorded in
New Zealand. Closure or restricted access to the parkland
may need to be considered in order to protect the iconic
species and west Auckland’s treasured forest. With no cure
for kauri dieback disease and treatment options still being
trialled, the Auckland region faces a very real threat – take
urgent action in the Waitākere Ranges or risk losing kauri
from our forests altogether.
Councillor Penny Hulse, Chair of the council’s
Environment and Community Committee says the findings
of a report into kauri in the Waitākere Ranges released
today is a grim read. “Despite the significant protection
measures in place, kauri infection rates have more than
doubled in the last five years with nearly one quarter of all
kauri in the ranges likely to be infected with this devastating
disease. As well as considering what this means for the
future of the Waitākere Ranges, we must prevent the spread
of kauri dieback to other parts of the region that are not yet
touched by it. This means stronger protection measures and
some very tough decisions.”
Local Board Chair Greg Presland says the Waitākere
Ranges is defined by its kauri forest and the thought of that
changing is frightening for many west Aucklanders and
visitors. “While we must consider all the options for
protecting our forest and managing the spread of this
disease, ‘closure’ of the ranges has to be a last resort.
For some tracks, 83 per cent of park visitors are walking
past cleaning stations without scrubbing their shoes with
trigene, going off-track or disregarding closed tracks –
making the need for closure more inevitable.”
Te Kawerau a Maki Executive Chair Te Warena Taua says
mana whenua have struggled with kauri dieback disease
and the implications of its spread. The taha wairua, the
spiritual wellbeing, of Te Wao nui o Tiriwa (the Waitākere
Ranges) is of utmost importance to us and a threat to the
heart of this forest is devastating. The kauri is not only a
king amongst trees, but a support system for the rest of the
forest – at least 17 other species need the towering strength
of the kauri to survive. It is the backbone of our forest
ecosystem. A rahui, restricting access, may prevent further
spread of this disease and, over time, allow the forest to heal
itself.”
John Edgar, representing the community-based Waitākere
Ranges Protection Society, agrees closure or restricted
access to the parkland may be the only option to halt the
spread of the disease. “Our communities have a strong

sense of guardianship for these ranges and all of the flora
and fauna that live within. Regardless of whether we’re
looking for 100 per cent compliance at cleaning stations or
staying out of a closed area, we have to get people behind
the cause. The next steps from this report require a
community-led response alongside the council’s efforts and
any further research.”
Kauri Rescue and The Tree Council’s representative Dr
Mels Barton welcomes the report’s recommendations on
access to the parkland and advocates for ongoing phosphite
treatment research. “Improvements to track surfaces and rerouting of tracks away from kauri are a good start but
widening protection areas and limiting movement in
infected areas through more significant closures are now
necessary. Phosphite treatment trials are underway on
private land in the ranges area and this needs to be an option
we explore for the parkland in the near future.”
Ark in the Park and Forest & Bird Waitākere Branch
representative John Staniland says community groups and
volunteers working in the ranges have an important role to
play in protecting kauri. “Cascade Kauri in the northern part
of the ranges is the hub of the Ark in the Park area where
an active pest management programme enables other
species to thrive. This area has some of the most accessible,
most ancient and most majestic kauri left standing in the
ranges; we also have one of the highest concentrations of
infection. It is vitally important that all of us, as champions
of this forest, do all that we can to prevent the spread of this
disease and help others to do the same.”
Forest & Bird highlights the importance of protection
measures to prevent the spread of the disease to other parts
of the region and the country. “This is devastating news for
the Waitakere Ranges and a good reminder to be scrupulous
in looking after those areas, like the Hunua Ranges and
Waiheke Island, that have kauri forest untouched by the
disease,” says Nick Beveridge, Forest & Bird’s regional
manager for Auckland and Northland.
In addition to operational plans for managing kauri dieback
that are already in place, such as education programmes,
hygiene measures, track upgrades and maintenance,
protection areas and track closures, a feral pig programme
and monitoring work, the council will consider further
funding options in its Long-term Plan.

Heritage Area Co-ordinator Report
There has continued to be a number of issues out for
consultation over the last few months – mostly from
Auckland Council. WRPS has submitted on the draft
Threatened Species Strategy by the Department of
Conservation; the policy and concept plan for Taitomo, the

new regional park land at Piha; the local parks design
guidelines; and the Waitakere Ranges Local Board Plan.
We were impressed by the amount of work that Auckland
Council officers had put into improving the Taitomo
Concept Plan and developing the policy for the land as a
Special Management Zone under the Regional Parks
Management Plan. The recent documents showed that they
had listened carefully to the community and the feedback
received on the draft plan and that the land will be carefully
managed as part of our unique wilderness areas in the
Waitakere Ranges, while allowing for people to enjoy it
safely.
The Local Board has also been busy preparing its new
three-year strategy – the Local Board Plan. The Board has
identified a number of excellent outcomes for its plan,
including actively protecting the Waitakere Ranges
Heritage Area.
In June, I and some of the committee members attended
Auckland Council’s inaugural ‘Pestival’. This was an
excellent day of talks and networking opportunities to learn
about national initiatives, such as Predator Free NZ, learn
more about specific issues such as native habitat
restoration, and also see what is happening on the ground
across Auckland including the North-West Wildlink. Going
forwards, Auckland Council sees its role as an enabler and
supporter of a community group focused movement for a
pest free Auckland – that is an Auckland that is free of
predators (e.g. rats, possums) but also weeds and diseases.
Katherine Russell

Look Out for Myrtle Rust

and has asked the Department of Conservation to monitor
areas elsewhere. The disease may well be established and
found in other locations and in other areas but is yet
undetected.
Staff from DOC, MPI and affected local and regional
councils continue to treat infected plants and dispose of risk
material from confirmed locations, and continue
surveillance and detection. MPI is also developing a
surveillance programme with iwi as part of its response to
the disease. Meanwhile, the development of long term
options continues. DOC and others including the Auckland
Council are compiling seed banks of potentially affected
species and continuing surveillance across other parts of the
country.
Myrtle rust is spread by wind, so cannot be contained.,
though the movement of infected plants can stop its direct
transmission to other areas. Because it is as-yet undetected
in the Auckland region, if you’re out in the forest or in areas
of vulnerable species, please keep a look out for symptoms.
These include bright yellow powdery eruptions on the
underside of leaves, in the case of young infections, or on
both sides of the leaves in mature infections. Older lesions
turn into brown/grey rust pustules and some leaves may
buckle and fall off.
Even though they’ve been out in the forest looking for the
disease, biosecurity officers can’t be everywhere and are
dependent on the public to supplement their work. If you
see a suspicious looking affliction on any of the host trees,
please take photos of the whole affected plant, and a closeup of the spores and affected area of the plant, and contact
the Ministry for Primary Industries at 0800 80 99 66 as soon
as possible.
Christine Rose

Obituary: Dr. Graeme Ramsay

Further to the discovery in May and June this year, of
Myrtle Rust in Northland and Taranaki, there are now 102
confirmed disease sites in the North Island. Of the
confirmed sites, 68 are in Taranaki, two in the Waikato, four
in Northland, and 28 in the Bay of Plenty, so incidents are
quite widespread.
Species affected include ramarama (with 59 infections),
pohutukawa and rata (39), monkey apple (3), manuka (1),
eucalyptus (1) and bottle brush (2). The disease has been
found on 89 private properties, in eight nurseries, on three
public sites, two commercial sites and in one depot, golf
course, orchard and retailer. When the disease is found
controls are applied to a ten kilometre area around the site,
moving plants and green waste out of this controlled area
becomes illegal under the Biosecurity Act. The Ministry of
Primary Industries continues to monitor areas of infection

Graeme was a Wellingtonian born and bred but that didn’t
stop him being a passionate advocate of the Ranges for
almost 30 years. Graeme graduated with a Ph.D in Zoology
from Victoria University of Wellington in 1960. He joined
DSIR Entomology Division in Nelson in 1962 and
transferred to Auckland in 1973 when the Mount Albert
Research Centre was created - and when his love of the

Ranges began.
Highlights of Graeme’s work include his achievements as
a research scientist with the New Zealand Anthropod
Collection studying and identifying mites and Orthoptera,
especially wetas.
With Dr Trevor Crosby, Graeme produced the Bibliography
of the Non-Marine invertebrates of New Zealand Region.
This is a computer database of all the information on the
non-marine invertebrates of our region up to 1985. New
Zealand is the only country in the world to have achieved
this!
Graeme was on our committee from 1995 to 2013 when he
suffered a stroke. For many years we held our monthly
meetings at Graeme and Helen’s home in Kohu Road and
later at their apartment at Pinesong. Graeme loved having
the meetings at his home, and he and Helen were always
very welcoming and hospitable. The house was always full
of books and music and there was always a beautiful floral
arrangement on the table.
Graeme always wanted to be up to date with what was
happening in the Ranges. He loved the natural environment
and was always enthusiastic about new projects and very
good at helping to progress them. He loved to mentor young
people and foster their interest in science, and when we
were trying to find a way to research an issue he would
often say, “let’s get a university student involved”.
He played a very important role in the publication of our
book “The Waitakere Ranges”, and wrote a chapter entitled
“Creatures of the Forest” which looked at some insects and
small invertebrates in the Ranges. He also contributed
articles to our newsletters. As a result of his study into
breeding endangered native insects in captivity, one article
was entitled “The sex life of stick insects”.
We remember Graeme with great affection and we respect
him as a strong advocate for conservation of the natural
environment that he spent his life studying. We will all miss
him but we are also very honoured to have known and
worked him over the past 20 years.
John Edgar

Obituary: Lynda Williams MNZM

I met Lynda in 2005 when she phoned me saying she
wanted to help the Society protect the Waitakere Ranges. I
suggested that she come onto the committee which she
immediately did. She was our secretary from 2012 to 2015
when she was diagnosed with cancer, and called me to say
that she needed to step down from the committee to
concentrate on her health. Lynda would regularly come to
my Glendene workshop to discuss fundraising strategy.
She had a wicked sense of humour and there was never a
dull moment when she was around.
As well as her conservation work, she was a leading activist
for women’s health for over 35 years and earned a
reputation as a tireless campaigner. She was a coordinator
for the Auckland Women’s Health Council from the early
1990s and was also active in the Homebirth Association.
Her huge energy and compassion for others allowed her to
achieve so much for other people during her lifetime.
Lynda was made a Member of the Order of New Zealand
in 2017 for her services to women’s health.
She faced her cancer openly, bravely and above all
realistically. I last saw her a week before she died. I went
away from that meeting with a heavy heart, but while
driving home, I realised that while her body was weak, she
was radiant, and her spirit shone out so brightly. That is the
way that I will remember her forever.
John Edgar

Why like us on Facebook?
Did you know that Facebook has an algorithm to determine
who sees posts? That means that not everyone who likes
our page sees every post. Instead, the algorithm chooses
who and how many people see each post. One of the factors
is interaction, so when our post is liked or shared, the
algorithm gives that post more popularity and then it is seen
by more group members.
So what can you do? Like us on Facebook and like, react,
or share our posts. That helps us get better visibility and
spread the word about key events, issues and ideas for the
Ranges. You can also let us
know on
HAC@waitakereranges.org.nz if you have something you
think we should post.

WRPS Merchandise
We at WRPS have a range of quality merchandise ranging
from high quality reference books to t-shirts and uniquely
hand-crafted mugs and bowls.
For more details of the Society’s merchandise
(publications, pottery, casual wear and a Don Binney poster
print) please refer to the WRPS online shop at:
www.waitakereranges.org.nz.
The following images offer a sneak peek into what is
available on our website.
Thank you for your continued support.

Pictured above is the ultimate supporters set and will
complement any household (individual prices are available
on the WRPS website).

WRPS supporter’s T-shirts are available in male and
female cuts with a variety of colours and sizes in
stock

The story of the Waitakere Ranges is written by many
authors who tell us from various points of view, what it is
about the Ranges that they love and value.
Edited by Bruce and Trixie Harvey

Please see our website for all merchandise, additional
information and membership subscriptions:
www.waitakereranges.org.nz.

2017-2018 Subscription Renewal
Notice Reminder
The 2017-2018 subscription renewal notices were sent to
all members in early February. If you haven't renewed your
subscription yet, by post or online, could we urge you to do
so as soon as possible. If you aren't sure, feel free to email
me or phone me to check. I'd rather that you did that than
pay twice. If you've lost/mislaid your invoice, we'd be
pleased to send you another.
Sandra Jones, Treasurer
treasurer@waitakereranges.org.nz
09 817 2788
Saving the Ranges tells of the many people who
have contributed to the conservation and protection
of the Ranges.

WRPS Newsletter Email List
If you are receiving this newsletter by post but would prefer to receive it by email (as a .pdf file), please let us know
(email us at wrps@waitakereranges.org.nz). You will have the added advantage of being able to view the
photographs in full and glorious colour.

YOUR COMMITTEE
President:

John Edgar
Phone: 812 8555

president@waitakereranges.org.nz

Vice-President:

Anna Fomison
Phone: 838 9665

amfomison@gmail.com

Secretary:

Joanna Silver

joanna.silver@stitchbirdconsulting.com

Treasurer:

Sandra Jones
Phone: 817 2788

treasurer@waitakereranges.org.nz

Newsletter Editor:

Orhan Er

orhaner8@gmail.com

Committee Members:

Mike Sweeney
Jean Berry
Christine Rose
Janet Thomson

mikesweeney41@gmail.com
jean.jigby@gmail.com
christine.rose25@gmail.com
janet@planetjanet.co.nz

Committee meetings are held monthly, from February to November, on the second Wednesday of the month.
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